
 

 

 

 
 

Zach Balodis Commits to Lebanon Valley 

(May 31st, 2017) -  The Wichita Junior Thunder would like to congratulate Zach Balodis and wish him luck on his 

commitment to Lebanon Valley College.  

Zach leaves the Wichita Junior Thunder organization as the team’s all-time leading scorer 

among defensemen and 6th all-time with 27 goals and 94 assists for 121 points in just 100 

games played over 3 seasons. Coach Weingartner had this to say about Zach, “Zach has all 

the qualities you’re looking for in a hockey player and young man, he is a quiet leader that 

lets his hard work lead by example. He is a gifted skater with good balance that can play a 

two way game. We were very lucky to land such a major part of our team in year three, 

the second I saw Zach play in a tryout camp,  I knew if I were to bring him in, he would be 

a major part of the team. He did just that, despite an injury early in his first season, he 

battled back quickly and finished the season first in points per game among defenseman. 

The second season he was putting up good numbers and was loaned to Springfield in the 

NAHL where he ended up finishing the season. This past season he came back and was 

once again a dominant force, helping the Wichita Junior Thunder win the Thorne Cup Championship. Balodis was 

the leading scoring defensemen during the play-offs and was voted as an All-Star for the Thorne Cup Finals.” 

Lebanon Valley is a NCAA Division III private school located in Annville, Penn-

sylvania just east of Harrisburg. http://www.lvc.edu/. The Flying Dutchmen 

who will be entering just their 2nd season at the Division III level are coached 

by Don Parsons, who had this to say about Zach, “We are very elated to have 

received a commitment from Zach Balodis. I had the opportunity to watch 

him quite a bit throughout the season as well as the entire WSHL Champion-

ship series run with the Wichita Jr. Thunder.  I will be counting on Zach to 

come to Lebanon Valley College and make an immediate impact both on the 

ice as well as on our LVC campus as a student/athlete.  Zach possesses all the qualities that I look for in a de-

fenseman and should be able to adjust to the college game quickly. Character is one of the first things that I look 

for throughout the recruiting process and having played for Coach Rob Weingartner the last three years, I know 

we are adding strength in that area to the dressing room. I will continue to keep a close eye on The Wichita pro-

gram as they are fully committed to developing their players both on the ice and in the community. Rob was a 

selfless team mate of mine never thinking of himself and only doing what is best for the team. I am sure he has 

carried that into his coaching style which is why he has found success early in his 

coaching years.” 

Please visit website for program details: 

http://www.godutchmen.com/index.aspx?path=mhockey 

https://www.wichitajuniorthunder.com/ 
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